
SITE PLAN COMMITTEE REPORT-18-22 N. HADDON AVE. & 19 MECHANIC ST. 

 

Applicant proposes 4 two-bedroom apartments on top of a one-story commercial 
building fronting Haddon Avenue between Kings Highway and Clement Street.  
The existing structure currently houses a martial arts studio, a yoga studio and a 
book shop.  In addition the proposal would convert a garage fronting Mechanic 
Street into an access way with elevators into the apartments.  The lots would be 
combined into one lot.  Two apartments would be on the second floor and two on 
the third floor.  Applicant anticipates that the apartments would be attractive to 
senior citizens. 

 

The property is zoned D-2, which permits a mix of commercial or retail and 
residential.  Applicant believes that the project would promote the purpose of the 
D-2 zone, which is encourage retail and artisan uses and additional residents who 
would add “life to the larger downtown area” that would “support downtown 
commercial activity, add to the community’s tax ratables and provide diverse 
residential choices.”  Section 135-38. 

 Applicant requires very minor variances for lot coverage, impervious coverage 
and front yard setback.  The existing property occupies almost the entirety of the 
lots.  Currently there is almost no undeveloped space.  Applicant also requires a 
parking variance.  The property currently has no on-site parking-patrons and 
employees of the existing commercial uses park in the municipal lot that abuts 
the property or on the street.  However, the four apartments would require six 
additional spaces.  Applicant has secured four parking permits from the Borough 
about two blocks away in the parking lot behind the Baptist Church. 

 

At the meeting it was suggested the applicant be prepared to address in detail the 
parking situation and to file a more complete Green Development Practices 
Checklist.  The Board also may wish to inquire how the addition of four 
apartments would impact stormwater runoff. 

 


